WATER QUALITY

HOW IT WORKS

“A drap in tha buckst.” This often-used axpros-
sion gives many people the excuse o resist
change in their narmal way of doing things. "Wy
change?” they say. "My actions mean nothing in
ralation to the tofal actions of everyone around
me.” This may have been Irue years ago, but
today it's different. With the higher concentratian
of people now living in aur state, the total ac-
cumulative efect is no longer & drop in the
buckel. Homeowners need to recognize those
activities that are a risk to the environment and
understand tha practicas that can halp to reduce
those risks.

Many of today's environmental problams are
caused by man's aclivities on the land. If we
want o redice the adverse effect our aclions are
faving, than each of us must do whal wea can 1o
avoid polluting our environment. Take a minute
tethink about our water and how it cycles, All the
water we have is already here on earth in some
form. It is in the atmosphere; in icabergs: in
aceans, lakes and ponds; in plants and animals:
and in our goil at various levels. Water falls as
rain, which either runs off or soaks into the soil.
The water that runs off usually enters some sort
of surface storage area such as a lake, pond,
rivier or ocean where it is subjact 1o evaparation.
The waler that sozks into the soil becomes
graund water. This water is availabla to our use
as a shallow well and{aedz curlawns, crops and
traes.

Al living plants return some of this water back
inta the almosphere through transpiration
Some ground waler also returns fo the surlace
by flowing down grada 10 Gl a pand, supply a
ziream or jus! bubble as a spring. Certain soilz
allow ground water to infittrate deeper infe the

soil and fill aquiters and deep wells, We are
lalking abaut a lot of watarin a very delicata, bul
halanced system. The eld saying “whal goes
araund camas around” certainly described the
water cycla.

What we do on the surlace dramatically aflecls
our water both above and below the surlace.

s an axample, when you farilize your fawn,
some feriizer may land an the sidewalk or
atreal. | is camied by the next rain pasl your
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neighbars' house and joins the fedilizer spilled
an their driveways, It then enters a small stream
along with fertilizer from other developments.
The gmall stream then joins a larger ane carrying
aven more materizl. That siream enters a river
carrying nutrients from cur own and other states.
As you can see, a small impact can be gasily
multiplied into a larger impact.

Inaddition, by applying toa much ferilizer o your
lawn, you may supply more nutrienls than yaur
plants can use. This excess of nulrients enters
the ground water and foilows the flow of the
water lable.

The etfiusnt fram & seplic systam that is im-
properly designad, located too near a weall, oris
improperly maintained alse follaws the ground
water flow, Therefora, never dispose of hazard-
aus material thraugh your septic system, and
keep your system maintained properly. Dispos-
ing of solvents such as gasoline, paint thinner cr
athar harzardous materials on the ground is
dangarous and could be & risk 1o graund water.

In total, each of us has had an opportunity 12
contribute to degrading our waler resources.
Faorfunately, nature has the ability to corect er
reduee the effact of some of aur activities, Bul
as we grow in numbers or incraase our poor
practices, we reach a point where the problem
cannol be buflered by nature.

Tha purposa of these examples is o slimulale
you la think about your activities and the impact
they may have on the environment.

«  When you farfilize your lawn, doas tha lar-
tilizar sometimeas fall where it might run inlo
astream?

o When you spray your shrubs ar garden wilh
pesficides, do you mix anly what you naed?
1 you have excass, how do you dispose of it
-- where does it and up?



Do you know what hazardous materials you
have in your home? How do you properly
dispose of them?

If your home is serviced by a septic system,
how can you keep it functioning properly?
Should you be concemned it it is not?

Have you ever considered how you could
landscape your property to take advantage
of natural drainage?

If you are planning to build a new home,
camp or addition, or planning any earth
maving activities such as driveway construc-
tion or land clearing, have you also planned
to control erosion during and after the con-
struction process?

These topics are discussed in a series of fact
sheets available through your local Soil & Water
Conservation District. These are designed to
inform the homeowners about best manage-
ment practices that can help o reduce the chan-
ces of our activities adversely affecting our en-
virenment. Each of us can make a commitment
to improve our activities, but more imporiant,
let's put our commitment into action for positive
results.

Together we can make a difference.

Contact your local Soil & Water Conservation
District for copies of the fact sheets you need:

FACT SHEET #1 How it Works
FACT SHEET #2 Erosion on Shorefront
Property

FACT SHEET #3 Erosion Control for
Homeowners

FACT SHEET #4  Vegetative Streambank
Stabilization

FACT SHEET #5  Vegetated Phosphorus
Bufter Strips
FACT SHEET #6 Trees, Shrubs, Vines
and Groundcovers
FACT SHEET #7 Fertilizer Basics

FACT SHEET #8 Riprap for

Shoreline Protection

FACT SHEET #9 Riprap for

Streambank Protection
FACT SHEET #10 Temporary Check Dams

FACT SHEET #11 Silt Fencing and

Hay Bale Barriers

FACT SHEET #12 Vegetative Stabilization
for Sand Dunes and
Tidal Areas
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