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The summer moenths have flown by It seems like just vesterday you were

opening up vour cortage for the summer. Things were so hectic then; clean-

ing, repairing, hooking up the watetline, installing the dock and mooring, and

launching the boat, in anticipaton of those fun filled days on the water,

Mow it is time to get the cottage ready for the harsh fall and winter months

shead, You probubly have a list of things to do to ensure that expensve

repairs will not be needed nexe spring,

When going through this vearly winrer-

reing viwaal, it s imponant o consider
possible impacts to warerbodies and the
vieoanmenl
acrivities, After all,

SLITY luﬂdl']jj, en feom these

one of the main rea

Mem a5 the fime fo prapare
U |'|..'.0\f|'1¢ J'r.'.r Rinfer

sons you go to the cottage is 1o enjoy the
area’s unspoiled beavry,

Winterizing 4 cottage requires prevent-
ing pipes from freezing, Unless the
siructute 18 heated year round, most
owners drain the water system to ensure
that it won't frecze. In the past it was
COMMOoNn practice to use antfrecze
protect plumbing. Antifreeze is toxic
and it poses a threat to ground and sur-
Face waters not to mention the danger of
it being ingested by pers Adding
antifrecze to plumbing fixrores is not
necessary, provided all the {ixoures are
completely draned. 1f you can't do this,
use low roxicity antifreeze 1o minimize
parential threars.

To make sure that shoretront arcas will
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inspect  the shoreline thoroupghly.
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ton or rock riprap if necessary. 1f using
riprap, or parching a retaining wall, any-
thing maore than minor matnrenance and
repair will require stare and local permits,
so plan aceordingly. This {2 also a good
tme to inspect parking and landscaped
areas for signs of erosion. When remov-
ing docks and boats from the water, try
tor store them in an area thar will not Jll
stable  shoreline  and
healthy vegeraton are impaortant in keep-

vegetation, A

ing croding soil from harming water
quisliny,
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equipment, do not oy to drain gasoline
from foel tanks. Inseead use fuel stabiliz-
ar (available from your dealer or auro
parts store) to keep fuel fresh for next
season, Winterize your engine(s) away
from the water. When changing Jubricat-
ing oils, collect the il and bring it to a
recycling facility for proper disposal.
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Wash boats away from the water, preferably at s commercial car wash, Many deter
sents and motor oils contain chermicals that can pollute warerbodies.

Following these simple rules when winterizing your cottage will go far in protecting
the natural resources you $o enjoy as a cottage owner. We all muost work together w
ensure that vur natural resources remain in pood shape for furure generations.




